
 

 
 

 

Acapulco is a tourism icon in México, after being the first destination of sun and beach to gain 

huge fame internationally. In the fifties, it was the vacation hiding place for parties and weddings 

of Hollywood high personalities and British royalty who escaped from stages and palaces to come 

and enjoy the city's amazing beauty. 

 

Over the years, and the significant increase of travelers, Acapulco got separated into three main 

tourist attractions: Traditional, Golden and Diamond. Each one of them have their very own 

enchantments that deserve more than one visit to discover them all. 

  

In the begining of the nineties, Acapulco added it´s newest selected zone: Punta Diamante. In this 

zone that goes from the scenic coast-road all the way down to Barra Vieja, is where exclusive 

hotels and resorts are located. 

  



Today, Punta Diamante holds Acapulco´s newest atractions like: The longest over-the-ocean 

zipline in the world, Dolore Olmedo’s house with two sky open murals made by Diego Rivera and 

inspired in the Aztec culture, and a shopping center with a river that can be navigated just as the 

Venice waterway and international cuisine restaurants. 

 

Centro Cultural La Casa de los Vientos 

 

A space dedicated to exhibiting the art made by Diego Rivera. The property was built in 1943, 

later in 1948 acquired by Dolores Olmedo, who ordered the construction of a studio for the 

painter Diego Rivera who made two murals on the ceiling, two on the facade and one more on 

the terrace. The Concaculta, the Ministry of Culture and the Slim Foundation acquired the 

property in 2013 and with the aim of preserving the murals, they conditioned the space to turn it 

into the La Casa de los Vientos Cultural Center. 

 

The property where the Cultural Center is now located was the house in which Diego Rivera lived 

in his last years, at the entrance of the House you can see "Feathered Serpent", a mural made by 

the painter, a work that is in excellent condition thanks in the care of its last owners who were 

the children of Dolores Olmedo, in addition to being able to observe other works as well as its 

original furniture. 

 

 
 



La Capilla de La Paz 

 

The La Paz Ecumenical Chapel, known as the Chapel of Peace, is located on the highest part of El 

Guitarrón Hill, a mountainous arm that surrounds the bay of Acapulco, Guerrero, in southern 

Mexico. It is a denominational ecumenical chapel, which officiates religious weddings of couples 

who do not necessarily share the same faith or religion.  

 

Next to it, there is a huge cross 42 meters high that makes it visible from anywhere in the port, 

being located in one of the highest areas of Acapulco with 402 meters above sea level. At the foot 

of the cross, there is a bronze sculpture that represents two praying right hands pointing to the 

sky. You can get to the chapel by taking the scenic highway and, from there, take the detour that 

leads to the upper part of the Las Brisas Residential Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hotel Los Flamingos 

 

Perched atop the tallest ridge in the entire bay, the historic Hotel Flamingos is a living museum of 

the port's golden age (incredible views included). 

 

 
 

Welcome to the Hollywood gang's hideout: the Los Flamingos hotel. 1950-1984. John Wayne, 

Johnny Weissmuller, Cary Grant, Fred McMurray, Red Skelton, Rex Allen, Bo Roos, Errol Flynn, 

Richard Widmark and friends. Painted on a white sign, these words welcome guests. Perched atop 

the highest cliff in Acapulco Bay, Los Flamingos is a hotel that is as old as it is historic (because 

one is not synonymous with the other). His is a story that goes hand in hand not only with that of 

the port where he is located, but also with the golden age of Hollywood and that of one man in 

particular: Johnny Weissmüller. 

 

Born in 1904 in a small town that at the time belonged to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Fr. Johann 

Weißmüller moved to the United States with his family when he was just seven months old. 

Settled first in Pennsylvania and later in Chicago, Johnny began to practice swimming and became 

part of the North American Olympic team, with whom he competed in the Olympic Games in Paris 

in 1924 and in Amsterdam in 1928. In addition to obtaining six Olympic medals ( five gold), his 

swimming career earned him a modeling contract and the opportunity to make his first film 



appearance the following year. However, success would come a couple of years later, when he 

played Tarzan in the 1932 feature film Tarzan the Ape Man. The production was a box office hit, 

and between that year and 1948, Weissmüller would play Tarzan twelve times. 

 

 
 

It was precisely in Tarzan and the Mermaids that the production decided to film outside the 

United States, in a Mexican location whose fame had skyrocketed at that time: Acapulco. By the 

end of the 1940s, the Mexican port had already consolidated its international fame: Rita 

Hayworth and Orson Welles had recorded several scenes of The Lady from Shanghai there the 

previous year.  

 

Its hotels, such as the Las Américas, the Casablanca, the Caleta and Los Flamingos, accommodated 

movie stars as well as members of the Mexican and international jet set. It was precisely El 

Flamingos that captivated the protagonist of Tarzan. 

 



 



The recording of the film came to an end, but the actor became a regular visitor to the port of 

Guerrero. In 1954, he and his friends John Wayne, Red Skelton, and Fred McMurray decided to 

purchase the hotel. Founded in the 1930s, Los Flamingos was perched on top of a 137-meter-high 

cliff (twice that of La Quebrada) in the Las Playas area and offered unsurpassed views not only of 

the Pacific Ocean and the island of Roqueta, but even Pie de la Cuesta and Barra de Coyuca. In 

1937, the famous designer Michael Van Beuren, a graduate of the legendary Bauhaus, received 

one of his first commissions in Mexico to furnish the hotel's bungalows.  

 

 

                    

Chair by Michael Van Beuren for the bungalows of the Hotel Flamingos (1937) 

 

 



The hotel of Hollywood stars 

The new owners ordered the construction of 36 rooms, and the hotel quickly became one of the 

main hot spots in the thriving and exclusive tourist destination. Some of the best parties in all of 

Acapulco (and perhaps in all of Mexico) were held at its facilities. The guest list included other 

Hollywood actors as well as politicians and royals. However, the constant noise of the eternal 

parties was too much for Johny, so the actor then decided to build a house away from the rest of 

the other rooms. For this residence, the actor was inspired by the huts that appeared in his Tarzan 

movies and had a round house built, as he had been told that in this way evil spirits, who can only 

travel in a straight line, would not be able to enter it. 

 

 

 

 

The actor ended up moving permanently to Acapulco and spent the last 21 years of his life in his 

beloved Casa Redonda (also known as 'the House of Tarzan'), until he finally passed away in 1984. 

The hotel was then sold by his descendants and today it remains in service. A hallway lined with 



black-and-white photos of the celebrities who once stayed here (several even autographed) form 

a small hall of fame that could double as a museum of the port's golden age, while the ubiquitous 

pink of several walls and the cushions of the seats in the reception, evoke the tropical colors of 

Acapulco in the 50s and 60s. The history of the hotel also extends to the menu of its restaurant 

and bar. Los Flamingos boasts of being the place where the famous 'Coco Loco' was invented in 

1935, and every Thursday what many consider to be the best Guerrero pozole in the entire port 

is served —a tribute to the dish that was the actor's favorite. 

 

 

 
Los Flamingos today keeps its doors open not only for its guests, but for any visitor who is 

interested in taking a look back at those golden years when Acapulco competed with the French 

Riviera. And although its best years seem to be behind us, the breeze and the view that captivated 

the Hollywood gang more than seven decades ago are still there. 

 

 



The Old Acapulco 

 

Acapulco means "Place of Reeds" in Nahuatl. It was founded by the Tlahica Indians about two 

thousand years ago. During colonial times, Acapulco was selected by Hernán Cortes to be a place 

where galleons dedicated to exploring the southern seas were built. In 1565 Fray Andrés de 

Urdaneta on his way back from the Philippines landed in the Bay of Acapulco, and was the first to 

navigate the route that would become the famous Nao de China or Galleon of the Philippines, for 

more than 200 years. The landing of merchandise from the East was always an occasion to 

celebrate with a trade fair, where the merchandise was exchanged for products from Spain, 

Mexico and Peru. The pirates began to detect the wealth of all these ships and repeatedly 

attacked the bay. So Adrian Boot built Fort San Diego in 1617. 

 

 
 

In 1599, King Carlos II of Spain gave Acapulco the status of a city. 

 

In 1811, during the war of independence, José Maria Morelos tried to seize the Fort of San Diego, 

without great success. During the French intervention, Acapulco was considered a strategic point, 

although the navy stayed there only three days. 



 

In 1927, the Federal Government paved the road between Mexico and Acapulco, and in 1928 an 

airport was built. The presidential period of Lic. Miguel Alemán gave a great boost to the port by 

building the main avenue that runs along the entire bay, now Avenida Costera Miguel Alemán. 

 

 
 

The port began to grow from Caleta to Hornos, and thus this area became the center of activities 

during the 50's. Since then the city has been expanding to the east and today it is considered one 

of the most famous tourist destinations in the world. 

 

 

 



La Quebrada, from Acapulco, 88 years of history 

 

Courage and audacity are part of the people who, for 88 years, have made Acapulco and Mexico 

famous: they are the divers of La Quebrada. These athletes, every day, offer a unique show, in 

which they launch themselves into the air from a cliff over 40 meters high. The act, charged with 

adrenaline and emotion, considered Cultural Heritage of the state of Guerrero, culminates in 

seeing the feat of the diver who dives into a channel seven meters wide and four meters deep. 

 

The stage is located in Acapulco and the odyssey is also a matter of calculation, since the diver 

chooses the perfect moment to jump into the void, taking into account the movement of the 

waves, the tide and the wind. 

It should be noted that divers travel at a speed of approximately 90 kilometers per hour, during 

their jumps. 

 

 
 

La Quebrada is a cliff that emerged in 1799, after a part of the hill was dynamited to prevent the 

population from continuing to die from cholera and scurvy, diseases caused by the intense heat 

in the town. To stop these diseases, the doctor of the Spanish Crown, Francisco Javier Balmis, 



proposed to make a channel that would allow the air to penetrate to the center of the city, calling 

it "Abra (bay) of San Nicolás" However, the effort was unfinished and the works were paralyzed 

due to the lack of financial resources. A new attempt began in 1876, when Colonel José María 

Lopetegui resumed the works to open a breach that would serve as ventilation for the port. Once 

again, the purpose was “broken”, due to lack of money, and for this reason, the name “La 

Quebrada” became popular and that is how the failed work was known. 

 

It was in 1934 when the Association of Professional Divers of La Quebrada was formed, and 

currently has a team of 70 professional divers. One of the most outstanding divers throughout 

history is Raúl "Chupetas" García, who specialized in high diving and was one of the main 

promoters of Acapulco abroad, in addition to holding the Guinness Record for 35 thousand high 

dives made. Meanwhile, in 2006, Iris Álvarez, 12 years old, obtained another Guinness Record as 

the youngest diver to have jumped from La Quebrada from a height of 18 meters. This is how the 

divers of La Quebrada are recognized internationally for their unrepeatable acts, which have 

passed from generation to generation. 

      

 

Of course, in Acapulco you must enjoy a good dinner with a view! Here are some of the best 

restaurants in town.  

 



Zibu 

 

Zibu is one of the few restaurants in town to offer elevated, creative cooking. Set outdoors facing 

the beautiful Puerto Marqués bay, the dinner-only venue is imbued with tropical romance. The 

kitchen is in the capable hands of chef Eduardo Wichtendahl, who grew up in the city; his mother, 

Susana Palazuelos, is a well-known chef as well. The menu fuses Thai with Mexican traditions, 

recalling Acapulco’s history as the port connecting the Americas to Asia.  

 

The spice trade was particularly important to the development of Mexican gastronomy. The chef 

also takes advantage of the bounty harvested from local waters. A perfect example is the 

camarones sol y sombra, showcasing plump shrimp bathed in mango ginger salsa spiked smoky 

chipotle chilies or pescado fusión, a filet of snapper bathed in a tomato cilantro and chile sauce 

and wrapped in banana leaves. Tom yam is the classic spicy Thai soup made with coconut milk. 

Prices are not for the budget conscious, but the experience is unique and memorable. 

 

 
 

More info: 

https://www.zibu.mx 

You can send a whatsapp directly from theis website. 

 



 

Península 

 

A restaurant that surprises us with its pre-Hispanic cooking technique, fire and smoke. Each of its 

dishes are made with local ingredients, from salt to meat. Directed by chef Carlos Colín, diners 

delight their palates with the flavors of each of the dishes. Peninsula offers a menu of breakfast, 

lunch and dinner, in addition to the famous Thursday pozole. And we cannot leave behind its 

impressive architecture with a wonderful view where you can enjoy the sunsets accompanied by 

your loved ones. 

 

 

 

More info: 

http://www.peninsularestaurantes.com 

 

 

 



Mario Canario 

 

With a picturesque and friendly atmosphere, Mario Canario offers us the best quality of local 

food. From a gratin crab to a delicious paella, all the ingredients used in the preparation of these 

dishes come directly from the sea. Some of its star dishes are the King Arturo octopus, the coconut 

with charcoal-grilled shellfish (delicious!) and the garlic mojo prawns. But, if this is not enough for 

you, they have the best desserts in the whole area such as mascarpone cheese ice cream on 

pineapple or the unique “you know me well”, a 3 milk cake with a touch of homemade eggnog 

and consecrating liqueur? Are you already tasting it? Do not stay without trying everything that 

Mario Canario has to offer you. 

 

 
 

 

More info: 

https://www.mariocanario.mx 

 

 

 

 

 



Saffron 

 

Located inside the exclusive Banyan Tree Acapulco hotel, this restaurant serves contemporary 

Thai food with both classic and contemporary accents. Best of all is not only its extraordinary 

cuisine, but also the views it offers of the Pacific Ocean due to its perfect location on a cliff that 

will make you feel like you're in your own romantic movie while you dine. The atmosphere is 

extremely refined and it is best to accompany it with a good glass of wine. 

 

 
 

More info: 

https://www.banyantree.com/es/mexico/cabo-marques/dining/saffron  


