
  
 

 
  

The Riviera Maya is one of the best-known tourist areas in Mexico, and even in the whole 

world. Its fame transcends so much that sometimes this stretch of coast is better known 

than the state where it is located, Quintana Roo, in the eastern part of the Yucatan 

peninsula. Its archaeological sites, its paradisiacal white sand beaches, its seabed delight 

of divers or its succulent gastronomy invite us to visit it without haste, forgetting when 

we should return from a relaxed vacation. 

 

The section that limits the Riviera Maya begins south of Cancun from Puerto Morelos and 

Playa del Secreto to Punta Allen (within the Sian Ka'an Biosphere Reserve), 130 km to the 

south. Facing the coast, the island of Cozumel is an Eden within the Caribbean paradise. 

 



The best way to visit Riviera Maya is by renting a car, you can do it at the Hotel or in the 

airport. There are also tours from all the Resorts. I highly recommend you to download 

the WAZE APP for driving and stay in a Riviera Maya Resort and at least take a day to 

really enjoy the Hotel and its amenities.  

 

 

Day 1 Chichén Itzá / Valladolid  

The city of Chichen Itza is without a doubt, the most famous Mayan city in the world. It 

is located in the state of Yucatán, 128 km from Mérida in the direction of Cancún, and 

receives more than a million tourists each year, which makes it the second most visited 

archaeological zone in Mexico, after Teotihuacan. 

 

It was founded by Mayan groups between the years 325 and 550 AD. Around the year 

800, the Toltecs invaded the area, causing the fusion of the two cultures. Thus, the city 

reached its maximum splendor and became the most powerful in the Yucatan Peninsula 

at the beginning of the 12th century. 

	

 



 

 

It was then that the buildings that are preserved to this day were built, such as El Castillo 

or the Ball Game. From this influence arose the cult of Kukulcán, the plumed serpent that 

among the Toltecs and Aztecs bore the name of Quetzalcóatl. However, less than half a 

century after its heyday, a civil war wiped out the city. 

 

In 1988, UNESCO designated Chichen Itza a World Cultural Heritage Site. In 2007 it 

became one of the New 7 Wonders of the World, according to an international vote 

organized by the private company New World Corporation, and in which more than one 

hundred million people participated. 

 

In the way to Chichen Itza, there is a town called Valladolid, where you can eat. Yucatecan 

food is varied and delicious, as well as being known throughout the world. Near Chichén, 

in the town of Pisté or in the city of Valladolid, you will find restaurants that prepare 

recipes the old-fashioned way. And in Merida, don't even say it! 

 

For breakfast, motuleños or eggs with chaya are traditional. For lunch or dinner, the 

typical thing is pork prepared in a thousand ways (roasted and marinated in orange juice, 

as in poc-chuc), in beans with pork or in cochinita pibil. 



 

	
	

Valladolid was recently named Magical Town, it is known as the Capital of the Mayan East 

and here the people are characterized as in almost all of Yucatan for their hospitality and 

generosity. Good and humble people who are always willing to help tourists. 

 

The city itself is full of attractions, buildings, and hotels that were once colonial houses. 

Whether you are religious or not, the colonial Cathedrals are worth visiting. It dates from 

1545 and was built in carved stone plate. The interior is simple but sober. It has a section 

of catacombs with some niches dating back to the 18th century, which can be visited as 

it is open to the public. 

 

Important fact: Without a doubt, the most important event in Chichén Itzá is the Spring 

Equinox. The Pyramid of Kukulcán is built in such a way that on March 21, when the sun 

rises, the rays touch the end of its stepped bodies, projecting on the main staircase the 

figure of the serpent that is descending. 

 

Subsequently, the figure descends to connect with the feathered head that is in the lower 

part of the building. This can also be seen during the Autumn Equinox, on September 21, 

or a couple of days before or after each of these dates. 

 

Tours INFO: https://www.chichenitza.com 



Day 2 Merida / Celestún 

 

 
 

There is a picturesque fishing port located 96 km. from Mérida Yucatán, where tourism 

is not at odds with the calm and beauty of the place. There, next to the town, is the Ría 

Celestún, a Special Biosphere Reserve that has a particular charm: it is the home of the 

pink flamingo. 

 

Celestún, whose name in Mayan means "painted stone"; It is considered a paradise of 

extraordinary beauty, extensive beaches full of coconut palms and a great combination 

of natural resources of water, flora and fauna. 

 

In addition, it is a source of biological diversity thanks to the water on which thousands 

of plant and animal species depend, such as birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and 

fish, important for food chains. Celestún is a nature reserve that encompasses a rich and 

abundant area of wetlands, the most productive ecosystems on earth. 

 



	
	

The flamingo is a beautiful animal that prefers coastal estuaries and lagoons with shallow 

waters of high salinity and muddy soils where artemia reproduces. It is a small red 

crustacean - which looks like a tiny shrimp - which is its main food and gives it the pink 

color of its feathers). Where there is no artemia, as in India, flamingos are white. These 

birds generally live in shallow alkaline or salty lagoons in Europe, Asia, Africa, South 

America, the Galapagos Islands and the Caribbean, the latter being where it is taken as a 

representative image. 

 

In Mexico, flamenco has become a distinctive symbol of Celestún, since we can find it at 

any time of the year. 

 

If you take a tour of the area, you can spend some time photographing the beauty of 

these birds or watching their behavior. Seeing hundreds of united flamingos looking for 

their food or living together is quite a pink spectacle. 

	

	

	



	

	
	

The capital of Yucatan is one of the safest cities in the country and the favorite, for many 

Mexicans, to live. What we assure you is that you will not get bored because there are a 

lot of things to see in Mérida, a city full of history, museums and entertainment venues. 

 

Mérida is known as the "white city", but in fact it is a very colorful City, Mérida was 

founded by Francisco de Montejo in the mid-16th century and built on an ancient Mayan 

city whose pyramids the Spanish conquistadors destroyed to use their stones in the 

construction of the cathedral and other buildings in the city. 

 

The historic center of Mérida is a good starting point for sightseeing. It is the area of 

historical monuments and has been declared a national heritage by the National Institute 

of Anthropology and History (INAH) since 1982. 

 

This zone covers an area of 3.88 square kilometers and is made up of 659 blocks that 

comprise around 3,906 buildings built between the 16th and 19th centuries and most of 

the places to see in Mérida. Among them are the Government Palace, the Casa de 

Montejo, the Cathedral of San Idelfonso, the Macay Museum...among others. 



Another interesting fact about the Historic Center of Mérida is that it is the second largest 

in the country, only behind the Historic Center of Mexico City. 

	

	
	

In the Plaza Grande is the Cathedral, an icon to see in Mérida. It was built by the Spanish 

in the fifteenth century, in the same place where a Mayan temple used to be. The first 

cathedral built in Latin America, the oldest in all of Mexico, seat of the archdiocese of the 

state of Yucatan, simply known as the Cathedral of San Ildefonso or the Holy Cathedral 

Church of the city of Merida. 

 

It was on November 16, 1561, when Pope Pius IV, at the request of King Philip II, issued 

the order for the construction of this great enclosure, it was erected giving San Ildefonso 

its title. This temple is made to replace the chapel of San José, which only had a roof 

made with guano; 37 years later, the construction of the great headquarters was 

completed, in the year 1598, little by little some details were added that have contributed 

to the view that it now projects. It is worth mentioning that the only civil symbol present 

in it is a national emblem from the colonial era. 

 

The building consists of three naves: a central one and two lateral ones. Inside there are 

three chapels and the sacristy. Originally there were five chapels, however some have 

already been demolished. It presents two towers of two bodies of Moorish style. The 

dome is adorned with arches and pillars. The facade is very serious, Renaissance type. 



It is worth visiting its interior, where you can see the largest wooden crucified Christ in 

the world, whose sculpture is called "Christ of Unity". 

	

	
	

Leaving the old town is the Paseo de Montejo, the main avenue of the city of 6 kilometers 

long. A road of vital importance for the city, this avenue is home to banks, museums, 

hotels and important government buildings for day-to-day life in the city. Like many 

Mexican cities, Mérida has a rich cultural past that can be seen in the colonial architecture 

of many of its main squares and buildings, and nowhere is better to appreciate this than 

walking in Paseo de Montejo. 

 

Named in honor of Francisco de Montejo, conqueror of Yucatán and founder of Mérida, 

the avenue was originally built between 1888 and 1904 in a time of economic prosperity 

brought by the henequen industry boom. The design of the original section is inspired by 

the elegant French boulevards of those times; with its wide corridors flanked with trees, 

a decorated median and multiple roundabouts that today house a series of historical 

monuments. 



Day 3 Xcaret  

 
Xcaret is a nature park in Playa del Carmen where you and your family will live Mexico in 

more than 50 natural and cultural attractions. Swim in underground rivers that come 

from the heart of the earth. Look closely at the inhabitants of the Aviary, the Coral Reef 

Aquarium, and the Butterfly Pavilion. Also, eat delicious Mexican and international 

dishes, discover Mayan ruins, and be thrilled by the incomparable Xcaret México 

Espectacular presentation. More info: https://www.xcaret.com/en/ 

	



Day 4 Xenotes  

	

	
	

Beautiful, but full of mystery and magic at the same time, the cenotes are the most 

beautiful jewels of the Yucatan Peninsula. Sheltered by the jungle, swimming in a cenote 

is an adventure that you cannot miss during your vacations in Cancun, the Riviera Maya 

or Tulum.  

 

The cenotes are very deep water wells, which are fed by the filtration of rain and by the 

currents of the rivers that are born in the heart of the earth. That is why when swimming 

in a cenote you feel so fresh, imagine that the average temperature of its waters is a 

maximum of 24°C!  

 

These wells owe their name to the Mayans, who baptized them with the word Dz'onot, 

which means "cavern with water" and from there it derived its current name: cenotes. 

	

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

The Xenotes Tour is a must.  

 

It is an experience that includes a visit to the four types of cenotes that exist, round trip 

transportation from the comfort of your hotel, non-alcoholic drinks (water and soft 

drinks) and hot drinks (champurrado chocolate and coffee), as well as seasonal fruit. at 

the exit of the first cenote and a delicious picnic in the jungle that you can accompany 

with water, wine and beer. In addition, throughout the tour you will have the 

personalized attention of a fun guide, who will be in charge of revealing the secrets of 

the cenotes and a photographer who will capture very special moments. 

More info: https://www.xenotes.com/es/que-es-xenotes-tour/ 

 

YES! Kids +6 years old are able to do the Xenotes Tour.  

 

 

 

 



Day 5 Tulum 

 
 

Tulum is the most emblematic site on the coast of Quintana Roo, due to its privileged 

location and the excellent conservation of its buildings and mural paintings. Its wall is 

well known, which delimits the main complex on its north, south and west sides, since 

the eastern sector faces the Caribbean Sea; It has five entrances and two watchtowers. 

 

The site is dominated by El Castillo, the highest basement in Tulum, which preserves a 

temple with three entrances decorated with serpentine columns and two zoomorphic 

masks in the corners. In front of the Castle there is a platform for dances and to the 

southwest is the Temple of the Initial Series, where the earliest documented date in 

Tulum was found: 564 AD.  

 

To the north is the Temple of the Descending God, with a small base on which a building 

decorated with the image of that deity, the main iconographic element of the city, was 

built. In front of this set is the main road, with several buildings; the most important is 

the Temple of the Frescoes, whose mural paintings portray a series of supernatural 

beings residing in the Underworld, which constitute one of the most important 



testimonies of pre-Hispanic Mayan mural painting. Continuing along the road, you can 

see the palaces known as the House of Columns and the House of Halach Uinik. 

 

In the northeast access, the House of the Cenote, documents the importance that the 

Mayans gave to the aquatic cult linked to the cenotes, and nearby the Temple of the God 

of the Wind, named for its circular base, related to Kukulcán, god of the winds. 

 

 

 
 

Tulum is one of the most prized jewels of the Mexican Caribbean, perhaps on account of 

its 10 kilometers (6 mi) of white-sand beaches and turquoise waters. It was, after all, 

deemed worthy of the “Pueblo Mágico” (Magical Town) designation. I highly recommend 

you to stay at least one night in one of the Tulum’s Hotels such as Azulik, as it boasts six 

wooden suites, swings, and the suspended bed.  

 

More Info: https://www.azulik.com  

 

 

 



For Shopping and Nightlife: Playa del Carmen  

Hotels in Playa del Carmen are not the best. But the fifth Avenue and Parque Fundadores 

are the central reference of the city of Playa del Carmen. This is an avenue that extends 

beyond thirty blocks and throughout its length it not only offers commercial premises, 

but also many of the best restaurants in Mexico, as well as open-air shows and an artistic 

mark of excellence. 

	

Regarding shopping, on the avenue we can find craft shops, products from the region, 

traditional products from Mexico, and also shopping malls in international stores, true 

shopping complexes, all of which is available on 5th Avenue. 

	

	
	

	
	



Cirque du Soleil Joya at Vidanta Riviera Maya. 

	

	
 

More Info: https://www.cirquedusoleil.com/es/joya 

 

Please always contact your hotel for reservations and info about Nightlife in Mexico. 

	

 


