
 

 
 
 

 

 

After the Spanish conquest in the first third of the 16th century, the City of Puebla de los Ángeles 

was founded in a valley called Cuetlaxcoapan, which is located 120 km southeast of Mexico City, 

surrounded by the Popocatépetl volcanoes, Ixtaccihuatl, Pico de Orizaba and the mountain "La 

Malinche". The city was founded in 1531, with the intention of becoming a space for Spanish 

immigrants, which became the second most important city in New Spain, thanks to the fact that 

it became a large productive space. 

 

One of the oldest cities in Mexico fascinates visitors with its colonial buildings, varied cuisine and 

magnificent works of art. In a valley nestled between four volcanoes is the colonial city of Puebla, 

with its more than 2,000 historic buildings. Find ancient facades with talavera tiles, baroque 

churches adorned with statues of angels, elaborate towers and colonial mansions. 

 



The city of Puebla is 132 kilometers (82 miles) southeast of Mexico City. Both metropolises have 

an international airport. You can tour Puebla by turibus, although this service lacks route maps or 

scheduled stops. Alternatively, rent a car. You will find moderate temperatures all year round and 

some rain in summer. Cholula is 20 min from Puebla City.  

 

 
 

 
 



Tlachihualtépetl, Piramide de Cholula 

 

When thinking of colossal pyramids, Egypt is the first place that comes to mind. However, it is an 

erroneous association: the largest pyramidal base in the world is in Mexico and it is not in 

Teotihuacán, as might be thought,  but in Cholula, in the state of Puebla. Here is Tlachihualtépetl, 

better known as the Pyramid of Cholula. 

 

This construction is the largest pyramidal base in the world, with 400 meters per side. The pyramid 

of Khufu, considered by many to be the largest in the world, is only 230. Despite this, the Pyramid 

of Cholula goes unnoticed because much of its structure is hidden under a mountain. In addition 

to this, it is the largest in the world, with 4 million 500 thousand cubic meters. 

 



 

According to archaeological studies, this pyramid dates back to 300 BC. and its construction must 

have lasted between 500 and 1000 years. It was built in honor of the god Tlaloc, and belonged to 

many different communities. The last of them was Teotihuacan. 

 

The Pyramid of Cholula was used as a place of worship and was decorated with red, black and 

yellow insects. The passage of time, however, caused this to change and these colors were 

replaced by tropical vegetation. You can go inside to visit the pyramid. Thus, when the Spanish 

arrived in Cholula in 1519, they mistook the pyramid for a mountain.  

 

 

 

On the top of the Pyramid you will find another important attraction of the State of Puebla. Some 

theories says that the Santuario de la Virgen de los Remedios was built on top of the pyramid as 

an imposition of the Catholic Religion (from Spanish immigrants).  

 

More info: Address: Ferrocarril, San Miguel, Zona Arqueológica San Andrés Cholula, 72760 San 

Andrés Cholula, Pue., México  

 

 

 

 



Santuario de la Virgen de los Remedios Cholula 

 

Built in 1594 to dedicate the sanctuary to the Virgen de los Remedios. The temple has a simple 

arch on its front, it has two identical towers and inside it has a colorful neoclassical altar as well 

as the rest of the decoration; It was built on the base of the Great Pyramid of Cholula, an 

archaeological vestige made up of several floors superimposed on the original. 

 

The area is made up of important relics from pre-Hispanic times and a Site Museum opened in 

1971 that can be visited from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. From the atrium of the church, on clear 

days, you can see an impressive panoramic view of the four cardinal points with which visitors 

are fascinated by the natural beauty of the surroundings. Don’t forget to take a photo of the 

Church with the Popocatepetl Volcano in the back.  

 

 
 

Address: Ferrocarril, San Miguel, Zona Arqueológica San Andrés Cholula, 72760 San Andrés 

Cholula, Pue., México  

Phone:  222 777 2900 
 

 



Ex Hacienda de Chautla 

 

The location of this hacienda complex is strategic: (60 hectares) Bishop Gillow in 1877 created an 

industrial agricultural project fed by the tributary of the Atoyac River, which, thanks to the fertile 

soil, became an important point of production and distribution of corn and wheat. 

Due to the bonanza of agricultural production, Gillow ordered the construction of the red brick 

castle and four towers next to the bodies of water, which he would use to teach agriculture to 

the community. The agrarian project fell apart and the hacienda was abandoned. 

 

However, this postcard image was not always like this. What we enjoy now is the result of the 

remodeling done in 2014, which included the rehabilitation of parks and gardens and the 

installation of the ecotourism zone. At the same time, the lodging was concessioned to Misión 

Hotels, which since then has been in charge of offering a complete service for guests and also for 

events such as weddings or conventions. 

 

 
 

More Info:  

https://www.hotelesmision.com.mx/destinos/puebla/hotel-mision-grand-ex-hacienda-de-

chautla/ 

	



La Biblioteca Palafoxina 

 

The Palafoxina Library was founded in 1646 with the donation of 5,000 pieces of books, made by 

Bishop Juan de Palafox y Mendoza to the Tridentine Colleges. This was the first public library in 

America. In 1773, Bishop Francisco Fabián y Fuero ordered the construction of the first two levels 

of shelving in Cedar. In 1981 the library became a museum.  

 

In 2005 the Palafoxina Library was registered by UNESCO as Memory of the World. It is the only 

museum library on the American continent that protects a collection of this nature, unique in its 

kind, preserving the structure of a library in New Spain. The oldest book dates from the year 1475. 

They also have more than 5 thousand manuscripts, more than 800 loose prints and more than a 

thousand engravings. Among his most important works are, The City of God by Saint Augustine 

1475. The Nuremberg Chronicle, by Antón Koberger 1493 and De Humani Corporis Fábrica by 

Andreas Vesalius 1543. 

 

 
 

Address: Edificio Maria. Av 5 Ote 5, Centro histórico de Puebla, 72000 Puebla, Pue., México 
 



Centro Historico 

 

A legend surrounds this fact, since it is said that the perfection of the layout of its streets is due 

to the heavenly angels themselves. Doña Isabel de Portugal, queen of Spain, granted it the title 

of City of Angels, and over time we know it popularly as Puebla de Los Ángeles. 

 

The indisputable universal values that it shows are its unaltered, exemplary urban layout and the 

relevant architectural works that it houses, such as the cathedral (one of the most beautiful 

colonial temples in America, whose towers reach a height of 73 meters, becoming the tallest in 

the country), the Santo Domingo temple and its incredible Rosario chapel (considered in the 18th 

century as the eighth wonder of the world). The temple of the Society of Jesus, built around 1767, 

and that of San Francisco with its slender two-level tower, complement the set of religious 

architectural gems from the colonial period. 

 

The historic center of Puebla offers 2,619 registered historical monuments in 391 blocks; of them, 

57.3% is made up of offices, residences dating from the 19th century; buildings from the XVI, XVII 

and XVIII centuries represent 1.1%, 23.4% and 18.2%, respectively. This means that we can 

continue to fully enjoy this valuable architectural heritage, preserved for more than four 

centuries, and that has earned Puebla the name: Reliquary of America. 

 

 



Capilla del Rosario Puebla 

 

The Chapel of the Rosary, housed in the Temple of Santo Domingo, in the city of Puebla, is 

undoubtedly one of the masterpieces of New Spain baroque in Mexico. Built around 1690, this 

architectural jewel was considered in its time as the “eighth wonder of the world”. Its interior, in 

the left transept of the nave of the complex, has a Latin cross plan, although with very short arms. 

In the vault you can admire the three theological virtues represented, framed by dense foliage; 

and in the dome Grace can be seen, accompanied by the gifts of the Holy Spirit and by a group of 

16 Dominican saints. 

 

The golden charm that surrounds the visitor in this place earned the space the title of "reliquary 

of America" by S.S. Juan Pablo II, who, during his first visit to national territory in 1979, had the 

opportunity to admire it and fall in love with its beauty. 

 

 
 

Address: Av. 4 Pte., Centro histórico de Puebla, 72000 Puebla, Pue., México 
 

 

 



TALAVERA 

 

In addition to the artistic legacy in its buildings, Puebla stands out for another highly appreciated 

resource: the talavera, a masterpiece made from clay and painted by hand with a clear mix of 

indigenous and colonial European influences.  

 

In fact, this 2019 Mexico achieved the inscription of the "Craft Processes for the elaboration of 

Talavera de Puebla and Tlaxcala" in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity. This, considering that it is knowledge transmitted from generation to generation that 

has been recorded in a specific community that identifies it as part of its heritage and identity. 

 

 

 
Talavera	workshop	in	Puebla.	Foto	de	www.travesiasdigital.com	

	
	
	

	

	

	



	

	
Talavera was declared an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO in 2019 and these are the 

places in Puebla to buy the best. Clara Murcia / Getty Images. 
https://www.admagazine.com/articulos/talavera-los-mejores-para-comprarla-en-puebla 

 
 

 

The name "Talavera" came from the town of Talavera de la Reina, near Toledo, in Spain. Here, 

the art of ceramics was carried until it was brought to New Spain during the Colony. The art of 

glazing and ceramic work was unknown in the "New Continent" until, in the mid-sixteenth 

century, Spanish pottery masters settled in Puebla to create with their hands and imagination the 

most beautiful talavera pottery in all of New Mexico. Spain 

 

Talavera from Puebla is a fine earthenware world famous for its decoration with peculiar artistic 

designs. In 1550, artisans from the workshops of Talavera de la Reina, Seville and Genoa settled 

in Puebla; there they shared their techniques and incorporated the handling of the clay that they 

knew of the indigenous peoples. The result was an original product today known as talavera 

poblana. 

 

 

 

 

 



El Parián  

 

El Parian in Puebla is a commercial area that has been maintained for years, today it is recognized 

as the ideal place to buy handicrafts in the center of Puebla. This market is considered the first 

artisan market in the city, it is easily recognizable because it is mostly covered by brick with 

talavera tiles. The market is worth it for its history and for the large number of products it has. It 

is a nice place that even serves to take some pictures. Parian market was built in 1801. 

 

You have to know that probably most of the talavera crafts in this place are not original. Talavera 

is a product that has a designation of origin and there are only 9 workshops in Puebla with 

certification to sell it. Remember that it is a handmade product that involves a lot of work and, in 

no way, are you going to find an original piece in the markets or stores. The “talavera” handicrafts 

that you will find in Parían are talavera style, they are souvenirs, not original handcrafted pieces. 

 

An original talavera pot can be heated in microwaves or used to cook at high temperatures 

without contaminating food or harming humans; On the other hand, the replicas that you can 

easily find in the stalls of the parian do cause damage since they are only painted as talavera. 

 

 



Puebla is also famous for its gastronomy. The city is recognized for the invention of the mole 

poblano. Here are two restaurants that I highly suggest.  

 

Casa Reyna 

 

It is one of the best restaurants in Puebla. People with expert tastes and palates in culinary flavors 

select it as one of their favorites. In this restaurant they are experts in Puebla cuisine with gourmet 

tendencies. They specialize in seasonal cuisine and specialties from the Puebla region. Be sure to 

ask and try the chiles de nogada and the mole poblano, they are extraordinary. 

 

Casa Reyna serves diners daily, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. You can book through the 

telephone number (222) 232 0032. Casa Reyna is a Hotel Boutique. 

 

 
 

 

More info: 

https://www.casareyna.com 

Address: Privada 2 Oriente 1007. Centro histórico 

 

 



 

El Mural de los Poblanos 

 

It is the ideal place for those who like to remember the flavors of yesteryear. It is a restaurant 

widely visited by both tourists and locals who love this seasoning. One of the reasons why it is 

frequented is because through the flavors it takes its clients to past times. 

 

The good attention of the staff and the dedication of those who are in charge of the kitchen make 

El Mural de los Poblanos one of the best restaurants in Puebla. 

 

Among its dishes we can recommend the quintaniles soup and the Mantamanteles, they are very 

exquisite and you will enjoy them to the last bite; You can't miss the enchiladas stuffed with 

chicken or cheese with mole poblano, green and red pipián. 

 

 
 

More info: http://elmuraldelospoblanos.com 

Address: Calle 16 de Septiembre 506. Centro histórico 

Phone: 242 0503/6696 


